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Presidential Showdown 
Obama vs. RomnVJ 

The voting public has a challenge ahead of them because less than truthful statements have come from both presidential 
candidates. In the second debate the president called out Mitt Romney on his not so true "facts" while Romney fired back his 
own accusations. 

Both candidates have been guarded and telling the partial truth but sometimes flat out lying. Which candidate is telling the 
truer tales? 

Obama said ... Romney said ... 
Romney backed up a bill that out- from "The Sesame Street." But really College tuition costs have risen by 25 Romney will prevent Iran from ac-

laws all abortions including those in he actually wants to cut PBS funding. percent under the Democrats. In real- quiring nuclear weapons even though 
cases of rape and incest. When in real- Over the last four years, the deficit ity, the tuition rate increase without Iran already has nuclear weapons. 
ity Romney said he is pro-life but abor- has gone up. But 90 percent of that is considering inflation was 5.1 percent. According to the Congressional 
tion can be a possibility when concern- a consequence of President George W The middle class Americans' in- Budget Office, more than 20 million 
ing rape, incest, and if the mother's life Bush's policies and the recession. come has gone down by $4,300. Real- people will lose their insurance as 
is at jeopardy. Romney proposed a $5 trillion tax ly, household income within Obama's Obamacare goes into effect next year. 

Romney thinks the Arizona law cut. Romney actually proposed to off- first three years was $2,492. Really, 3 million people will have to 
should be used for the nation. In real- set his tax rate cuts and promised he Redistribution has never been a find another source for insurance un-
ity, Romney only supports the E-verify won't add to the deficit. characteristic of the U.S. He ignored der Obamacare. 
portion of Arizona law, which states Five million private-sector jobs have the fact that the progressive tax system Under Obama, Florida's home val-
employers can determine if an em- been created in the past 30 months. In has been redistributing for a century. ues have collapsed, construction jobs 
ployee is here illegally or legally. reality, 3.6 million jobs have been ere- Obama began his presidency 11With have been lost and the state has a high 

Romney raised nursing home fees ated since the beginning of recovery. an apology tour." Actually, he criti- foreclosure rate. Romney doesn't men-
eight times during his term as gover- He oversold his health care law, cized past U.S. decisions but did not tion this began before Obama's term 
nor. Romney actually raised the licens- claiming that health care premiums apologize. Obama doubled the federal deficit 
ing fee for nursing facilities and raised have gone up slower than in the last 50 Over the last four years, the deficit when it was already $1.2 trillion when 
the per-day bed tax. years. This is true for health care law has gone up. But 90 percent of that is Obama took office. 

Romney invested in a firm that made but not for premiums. as a consequence of President George He promises to not reduce the taxes 
goods in China that could have been Romney believes Donald Trump is W Bush's policies and the recession. paid by high-income Americans and to 
made in America. In reality, econom- a small business owner. Either way Obama has not signed one new free lower taxes on middle-income families 
ics and global trade made it impossible his tax cuts from Romney would have trade agreement in the last four years. while lowering the national deficit but 
to make those coffee grinders. nothing to do with him being a small He has signed trade agreements with did not say how he would be able to 

Romney plans to "fire" Big Bird business or big business owner. South Korea, Panama, and Columbia. do that. 

Compiled by Keyuri Parmar with information from www.factcheck.org, www.washingtonpost. com, and www.politifact.com 

I MEA Discovering the unknown 

Four students quali- Secret passages, hall-
tied for the llinois ways, and rooms in the 
Music Educators school are discovered 
Association which by students. The student 
recognizes the best body does not know the 
musicians in the state school as well as they 
to play together --see think they do --see Center 
NEWS, page 2. I Spread, page 8. 

Halloween viewing 

See what the staff 
thought of Tim Burton's 
film "Frankenweenie-and 
find out if "Sinister" was 
full of as much horror as 

' the commercials claimed 

1

--see Lifestyles, page 
12. 

Sectionals 

After a decade of hard 
work, this year's top 
seven varsity girls cross 
country team made it 
to the sectional meet. 
Their dedication and 
difficult workouts paid off 
--see SPORTS, page 15. 



News 

Photo by Guadalupe Blanco 

All the students in chamber choir are auditioning for this year's Illinois Music Educators As
sociation festival. Junior Lindsay Fiegle, left, senior Kiara Walker, sophomore Natalie Wag
ner, and senior Lauren Russo rehearse their music in hopes to make it the annual festival. 

Practice makes perfect 
By Guadalupe Blanco 
Lifestyles Editor 

Hard work and practice 
has paid off for students not 
qnly in choir, but orchestra 
and band in this year's Illi
nois Music Educators Asso
ciation competition. 

The competition gives stu
dents involved in music the 
opportunity to continue their 
learning and give them expe
rience in performing. 

Every year, IMEA holds a 
district festival that students 
have to prepare pieces for and 
audition for. 

After the audition, students 
are selected to perform at the 
one day event, and can be in
vited to All-State, or All-State 
Honors. 

"It takes a lot of prepara
tion to present well. If you 
want to do a good job, you 
have to put the time in to pre
pare the skills and the consis
tency," choir teacher Bran
don Fantozzi said. 

With all 23 students in 
chamber choir auditioning 
for a place in the All State 
choir, Fantozzi said that 
while many of the students 
were worried about the audi
tions, they had two students 
make the district level choir. 

Junior Gilary Valenzuela 

and senior Josh Brown, who 
both advanced in the choir 
division on Oct. 2, were both 
surprised to have qualified. 

"Any audition is going to 
have some nervousness, but 
I felt pretty well prepared," 
Brown said. 

Valenzuela was not as con
fident when it came time for 
her to audition. 

"Being in a choir, I'm used 
to singmg for people, but 
it's nerve- racking being in 
a room singing by yourself. 
I heard all the other people 
sing, and they were excellent 
and serious performers, so to 
make it is a really huge hon
or," Valenzuela said. 

While Brown and Valenzu
ela were surprised and unsure 
of whether or not they would 
qualify, Fantozzi was confi
dent in them. 

"I think at the district level, 
they're going to be well pre
pared, and they're going to 
do a good job. I know that 
they were both surprised that 
they made the district level, 
so for them to make the All
State (in November), it will 
be more surprising for them," 
Fantozzi said. 

Not only were there two 
students in chamber choir 
who will compete at the dis
trict level, but there were also 

students in band and orches
tra who will continue on. 

Junior Natalie Farrell also 
qualified for the district level 
for band. 

"They went in well pre
pared and did a good job, 
even with such stiff compe
tition," band director Steve 
Govertsen said. 

Farrell, who also qualified 
for IMEA last year, was fa
miliar with the process, but 
unsure of how she had done. 

"I wasn't expecting to 
make it this year because my 
audition wasn't as strong as 
I would have liked it to be," 
Farrell said, "But it's excit
ing, representing the school, 
and to be able to play with 
other talented musicians." 

For violinist Josh Delama
ter, who qualified for orches
tra, it's something that wasn't 
too nail-biting. 

"I got started on the music 
a little late, and it was a lot 
of practice for two weeks. At 
the end of the day, it's going 
to be long (festival), but it's 
also going to be a lot of fun," 
Delamater said. 

All four qualifiers are look
ing forward to competing 
with some of the best musi
cians and singers, and per
forming at the one-day festi
val. 
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Dedication leads 
to award, honor 
By Sam Schweihs 
Reporter 

Winning the Illinois The
atre Association (ITA) Award 
of Honor came as a surprise 
to English and drama teacher 
Mark Begovich. 

"This award is presented as 
a surprise, so I did not expect 
the award," Begovich said. 

Anonymous voters nomi
nated· Begovich and the ITA 
board of directors selected 
him as a winner. 

"I feel very humbled, sur
prised and unworthy because 
I think that everybody else 
does the hard work," Be
govich said of the award he 
received Sept. 22 at ITA's an
nual convention. 

He is constantly looking at 
new ways to help the students 
achieve more. 

"Winning the award feels 
weird for me, because I don't 
think I personally do any
thing special, I want to work 
and work hard for my stu-

dents as well as theater for 
Illinois across the board. I 
believe we can do so much as 
a theater. I also believe in ser
vice, I have to help and help 
everyone," Begovich said. 

The Award of Honor is 
given to somebody who has 
helped theater across the 
state. 

Begovich believes he won 
because of his volunteering 
for not just the school but 

other schools, professional 
groups, anq being an advo
cate for theater. 

"I made a difference, but 
there are many people who 
made differences, and I'm 
just humbled they selected 
me and my work," Begovich 
said. 

He believes the students are 
the ones who deserve every 
honor. 

"I advocate for all my stu
dents, they are the ones who 
do the super hard work and 
deserve all of our respect," 
Begovich said. 

Photo by Liz Ramos 
After winning the Award of Honor from the Illinois Theatre 
Association, English and drama teacher Mark Begovich 
shows off his plaque. 
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Chance to voice opinion 
Senior chosen to speak from the state legislature. 

Both letters were mentioned 
and presented at the Board of 
Education meeting on Sept. 
18. about solutions for education 

By Darcy Akins 
Perspectives Editor 

Senior Cristal Cabral will 
voice her opinion about the 
education system in Illinois 
after earning a spot on the il
linois State Board of Educa
tion Advisory Council. 

Cabral is one of 15 high 
school students to serve on 
the council. 

ul had to apply for it. I had 
to write a personal essay and 
an essay about why I wanted 
to be in it and how I could 
contribute. I also had to have 
two letters of recommenda
tion which I got from one of 

Some of Cabral's qualities 
my teachers and from one of are what she believes helped 
my managers at work," Ca- her the most to earn the posi-
bral said. tion on the council. 

As a member of the coun
cil, Cabral will have many 
responsibilities, one of them 
being to attend meetings in 
Springfield. At the meetings, 
Cabral will offer solutions for 
fixing education in Illinois. 

"I'll also be working on 
a group project with the 14 
other kids, but that won't 
be until the summer, after I 
graduate," Cabral said. 

Sen. Tom Johnson sent 
Cabral a letter of congratula
tions, and Rep. Mike Fortner 
read a congratulatory letter 

"I'm a very open-mind
ed person and I'm diverse 
and I've gone through a lot 
of things that other people 
haven't gone through. I have 
a lot of leadership qualities as 
well, and I'm willing to help 
people," Cabral said. 

The achievement is not 
only very important for her 
but for the school too. Cabral 
is the only student from the 
school to receive the position 
on the council. 

''I was really happy because 
I was shocked. No one from 

Photo courtesy of Crista! Cabral 
Senior Cristal Cabral is one of the 15 high school students 
to be able to voice her opinion about the education system 
on the Illinois State Board of Education Advisery Council. 

West Chicago has ever been Chicago, and I was shocked 
on there so I was really ex- because I thought so many 
cited to finally get something other people could get it, but 
good on the map for West they chose me," Cabral said. 

Magician dazzles, teaches students 
Using different tricks, magician Ryan Lawrence casts a 
spell on speech students to teach ethos, logos, pathos 

lesson to what we were learn
ing in class: ethos, pathos and 
logos," Lichy said. "We went 
back and forth with his work
shop skills and the elements 

Keyuri Parmar 
Co-Editor in Chief 

Students watched as magi
cian Ryan Lawrence pulled 
an endless rope of tissue 
paper out of his mouth and 
played catch with an invisible 
ball. 

After introducing himself, 

Lawrence held a red handker
chief in his left hand while he 
waved it around. Soon after 
the handkerchief was pushed 
into the fist he made with his 
hand. When he opened his 
hand an egg was sitting in the 
center of his hand. Students 
clapped with awe on their 
faces. 

Lawrence repeated this 
trick but went step by step to 
show the logistics or logos be
hind the trick. 

Lawrence visited speech 
teacher Paul Lichy's speech 
class on Oct. 5 to use magic 
to teach a lesson on the rhe
torical triangle, ethos, pathos, 
and logos, to the students. 

Photo by Keyuri Parmar 

While using magic to teach a lesson, magician Ryan' Lawrence conducts a card trick with 
senior Emily Lathem. 

He used different tones that connected to the ideas 
and gestures to emphasize of what I was teaching in the 
the use of ethos, logos, and class." 
pathos while doing magic Along with teaching, Law-
tricks. Ethos is the presenter's renee also handed out ef
credibility, logos is the logis- fective speaking tips to the 
tics, and pathos is drawing an speech students. 
emotional reaction. "(You have to) open strong 

Lawrence did a trick and and engage the audience and 
then explained the use of use stories like a vehicle when 
the rhetorical triangle so the using pathos in a speech," 
students understood what he Lawrence said. 
meant. Students liked learning 

When talking about his from a magic lesson. 
grandpa, Lawrence pointed "It was interesting and a 
this connection out before do- different way to learn a les
ing the card trick he learned son," senior Lauren Mascari 
from his grandpa. · said. 

"The main thing in speech It was a new educational 
is the control of the audience experience for students in 
and what you want the audi- multiple ways. 
ence to hear and say," Lichy "I'd never seen magic be
said. "I can't think of a bet- fore and it was amazing. I 
ter way of showing this than didn't realize how easy it was 
with a magician." to trick people. My favor-

Neither Lichy nor Law- ite trick was one of the card 
renee ever taught a lesson tricks where he had someone 
with magic. rub the card on the top of 

"I usually do workshops the deck and the card some
like magic and wizardry one picked changed colors," 
workshops and deal with senior Tuyetmai Chau said. 
psychology more," Lawrence "I also liked the introduc
said. tion because he didn't talk 

Both Lichy and Lawrence and used ethos and when he 
worked together to make the showed us how to do a trick 
magic lesson happen. he was using logos." 

"(We) sat down and talked Lawrence attempts to con-
about what the students were nect magic to everything he 
working on in class. It was a can. 
collaborative project," Law- "We live in the technologi-
rence said. cal age and if we want the an-

According to Lichy, the swer to anything you can get 
two had been working on the it. But magic keeps a sense 
visit since the beginning of of mystery," Lawrence said. 
the school year. "It's one of the oldest art 

"We had a meeting and forms and leaves a sense of 
made outlines to connect the childlike hope." 
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Give support, take part in marathon 
By Darcy Akins 
Perspectives editor 

As the 35th annual Chica
go Marathon began on Oct. 
7, teachers and students from 
the school showed up to give 
support and be a part of the 
race. 

Eleven members from the 
girls cross country team, 
two members of the boys 
cross country team and some 
teachers volunteered at the 
marathon to hand out Gato
rade to the runners. 

"We helped out at a Ga
torade station. We filled up 
cups of Gatorade and hand
ed them out to the runners, 
and then we cleaned up the 
trash and the cups that were 
in the street," sophomore 
Mae Elizabeth Gimre said. 

The girls cross country 
coach, Bob Maxson, ran in 
the marathon. 

"I have run 20 marathons 
in 15 years and every time an 
old man can run and com
plete 26 miles without stop-

Photo by Liz Ramos 
At the 35th annual Chicago Marathon on Oct. 7, sophomore Joe Skipor, juniors Catherine 
Serio and Lindsey Sayner, and senior Eddy Rubio work together to fill cups of Gatorade to 
pass out to runners at the 18th mile mark. 

ping, I recognize myself for Many of the girls had a lot some runners that were run
that. Anytime you can put in of fun and enjoyed going to ning barefoot and some other 
the miles and the training and the marathon. 
complete a 26 mile journey in "I enjoyed that I was di
ane morning, is something to rectly able to help the runners 
be proud of," Maxson said. out. Also (it was fun seeing) 

runners were wearing cos
tumes," Gimre said. 

Foods teacher Meghan 
Klein ran in the marathon. 

Adding spice to the classroom 
Students create their own chili 
to compete against each other 
By Giuliana LaMantia 
Center Spread Editor 

Foods 2 classes got funky 
with the spices in the annual 
chili contest Oct. 10. 

Each group competing was 
required to come up with a 

theme and decorate their ta
ble according to it as part of 
the judging process. 

One of the groups decked 
their table out in SpongeBob 
attire and titled their chili 
Krabby Patty to Chili Patty. 

"We used SpongeBob mac 

n' cheese pasta and many 
spices in our chili," senior 
Marice Guerra said. 

Another theme was Fiesta 
Chili. 

"We had the supplies, plus 
it had a tiny bit of a spice to 
it," sophomore Asiely Sar
tore said. 

Sartore and sophomore 
Dana Stratynski were confi
dent in their chili. 

"Everybody else's chili is 

Photo by Giuliana LaMantia 
During the chili contest, sophomores, from left, John Deluca, Steve Gutowski, and Bryan 
Smith give a taste test to Cheryl Glunt, administrative assistant to the superintendent. 

different, but ours is the clas
sic," Stratynski said. 

.Many students felt their 
chili had the right amount of 
flavors and spices to win. 

"Ours has a lot of flavor 
and color with great taste 
and great spice included," 
sophomore Jesus Fernandez, 
a member of Soccer Team 
Chili, said. 

Soccer Team Chili was cre
ated as all of the members of 
the group are soccer players. 

One kitchen was themed 
Uncle Jerry's Chili, in which 
the students used junior Trev
or Speer's uncle's Texas chili 
recipe. 

"My uncle is a great chef, 
and it's Texas chili, so it's 
awesome," Speer said. 

According to family and 
consumer science teacher Pa
tricia Clifford, the students 
had to try their chili first for 
preparation, before tweaking 
flavors and making the full 
recipe. 

Afterward, the chili sat 
overnight before the contest 
to let the flavors soak in. 

"I think it brings out cre
ativity, and allows the stu
dents to look into their differ
ent resources," Clifford said. 
"They have to taste it first, 
which is part of the culinary 
experience, and they have to 
experiment with different rec
ipes and spices. It's all part of 
the study of foods 2." 

Students enjoyed the con
test and found it beneficial. 

"I liked the creativity we 

"Training and finishing a 
marathon has been one of 
the greatest accomplishments 
in my life. While the count
less hours of running were 
strenuous and time consum
ing, the training has shown 
me my true strength and abil
ity in reaching my goals or as
pirations in life," Klein said. 

Junior Catherine Serio was 
one of the girls who attended 
the race with the team. Serio's 
dad, Gus, also competed. 

"It was an interesting ex
perience. (My father) started 
out running to get in better 
shape, but then it just stuck 
with him. He got his best 
time," Serio said. 

As elite and highly trained 
runners, Ethiopians swept 
the top wins for the mara
thon. Seeing these elite run
ners gave the girls inspiration. 

"I really liked seeing the 
elite runners go by. It was 
crazy to see how fast they 
were going. I think it would 
be a cool accomplishment to 
run a marathon,"Gimre said. 

had to use and the competi
tion," Guerra said. 

Foods 2 kids also enjoyed 
the team aspect. 

"We liked the competition 
between the kitchens and 
how we work as a team to 
develop the chili," Fernandez 
said. 

Judges enjoyed their time 
trying the different chili reci
pes. 

"I like to see what the kids 
are creating, they're always 
excited about it," information 
and technology division head 
Marc Wolfe said. 

Judging was done based on 
recipe information, presenta
tion, and taste. 

"I think the Cincinnati 
Chili was the most creative, 
even though it's a bit of a 
risk to put spaghetti in chili," 
Wolfe said. "The Ground 
Beef Chili reminded me of 
my mom, it was very tradi
tional." 

Staff members enjoy seeing 
the students' creations. 

"I like to see what our stu
dents can do, and I think it's 
a really cool, fun thing," Eng
lish teacher Paul Lichy said. 

The chili contest winners. 
were Sartore and Stratyn
ski's Fiesta Chili from period 
2 and senior Tyler Johnston 
and juniors Shane Cisilino, 
Austin Kordik, and Carlos 
Orozco's Pirates of the Chili
bean from period 7/8. 

Participants received a 
bag of Fiery Hot Cheetos, 
and winners were awarded 
specially embossed "Chili 
Champ" aprons to be worn 
in class. 
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Recognition for involvement 
By Sam Schweihs 
Reporter 

Student of the Month is based 
on a solid academic history, 
commitment in extra-curricular 
activities, and community in
volvement. Students must be 
nominated by at least one staff 
member, and the final selection 
is made by the student activities 
director and committee made up 
of additional staff members. 

Senior Brianna Hofman 
is recognized for September 
Student of the Month for be
ing in three sports and extra
curricular activities. 

"I was really shocked and 
didn't believe it, I was really 
excited when I found out I 
was Student of the Month," 
Hofman said. 

She participates in golf, 
basketball, softball, Pep Club, 
and Future Business Leaders 
of America (FBLA). 

Hofman's inspiration is 
her sister, Deirdre ('12), who 
was valedictorian and was in
volved in the school. 

The teachers she has now 
influenced her in what she 
wants to do in the future. 

"I want to major in second
ary education because I like 
teaching people and interact
ing with younger students," 
Hofman said. "My favorite 
subject is history because that 
is what I want to teach when 
I'm older." 

She is thinking about at
tending Nebraska University, 
Western Illinois University, 
or Illinois State University. 

News 

Photo by Giuliana LaMantia 

With the general election coming up, government students from the school and Wheaton 
North come together to watch and discuss the presidential debate between President 
Barack Obama and Mitt Romney at Wheaton North on Oct. 1. 

Schools reach out to politics 
Students come together to watch) 
discuss presidential debate 

Photo by Sam Schweis 

With involvement in many extra-curricular activities senior 
Brianna Hofman earns September Student of the Month. 

By Sarah Szremski 
Reporter 

Government students trav
eled to Wheaton North to 
watch the Oct. 1 presidential 
debates with government stu
dents there. 

"We watched the debate, 
ate some pizza and discussed 
the results with our fellow 

Connect through writing 
By Keyuri Parmar "It was a collective idea. 
Co-Editor in Chief We all wanted the students to 

start thinking about college 
For some, all it takes is and start applying for college 

competition and a real world and scholarships early," De
connection for them to try Leon said. 

was, what does it mean to live 
a good life? It was taken from 
www.lawsoflife.com which 
has an annual scholarship op
portunity. 

"We wanted the sopho
mores to not only think about their hardest on a school as- Their prompt for the essay 

signment. ~-----"""'----"'!'C:""----:1!:""""~~__,..~-oor-~ 

To prepare sophomores 
for junior and senior year, 11 
sophomore classes wrote a 
practice scholarship essay. 

Out of the 11 winners from 
each of the 11 classes, five 
were chosen overall which 
include: Darcy Akins, Ericka 
Bell, Kayla Goffinet, Nancy 
Romero, and Eddie Zarco. 

The five winners received a 
"mini scholarship" of $10 gift 
card to Barnes and Noble. 

"We want them to get a 
taste of what receiving a 
scholarship would be like," 
English teacher Tara DeLe
on. 

Over the summer, English 
teachers DeLeon, Amanda 
Cordes, and Patrick Clifford 
came up with the idea of a 
practice scholarship essay. -

Photo by Liz Ramos 

Seven of the 11 participants from the sophomore English 
essay are, back, Darcy Akins, Eduardo Munoz, Eddie Zarco; 
front, Kayla Goffinet, Nancy Romero, Erica Davis, and An
drea Martinez. 

students," senior Davis Stien
brecher said. 

Of the 207 students, about 
150 were West Chicago stu-

dents. 
Government teacher Mary 

Ellen Daneels organized the 
trip so that students would be 
more aware of what is going 
on in the political world. 

"Young people are the fu-

careers but their goals and a 
healthy life paradigm which 
is why the prompt was a per
fect segway into the idea," 
DeLeon said. 

If the students turn in their 
essays to the actual competi-· 
tion their senior year, they 
have a chance of winning 
$5,000. 

"We honestly think they 
got a feel of (the scholarship). 
They didn't slack and tried 
hard and were excited about 
it," DeLeon said. "Their ef
fort was shown through the 
writing; they had pride in 
their work." 

The only requirements the 
students were given were it 
had to be five paragraphs and 
had to include a quote from 
the book they were reading in 
class, "Seven Habits of High
ly Effective Teens" by Sean 
Covey. They had a week to 
complete the assignment. 

"We plan on doing this 
again after we saw how it 
motivated them and opened 
their eyes and showed schol
arships are not just for an 
elite few," DeLeon said. 

Some students had mixed 

ture of our country and many 
of them are old enough to 
vote," Daneels said. 

The meeting was a success, 
according to Daneels. 

"Personally, I love politics 
and I thought that it would 
be kind of interesting to see 
what everyone else thought 
about the debate and see it 
from multiple perspectives," 
Stienbrecher said. 

According to Daneels, by 
the end of the night everyone 
had pizza and walked away 
with a couple of door prizes. 

feelings about winning. 
"I was embarrassed at 

first but then I felt better and 
very accomplished," Goffinet 
said. 

Winning was not neces
sarily in student minds while 
writing the essays. 

"(I didn't think I would 
win) because when I was typ
ing it I kept having to retype 
it. I thought the last (copy) 
was fine and just a grade and 
if I didn't get it, it wasn't a big 
deal,'' Goffinet said 

Goffinet went out of her 
way to get outside opinions. 

"I put more effort into this 
one than other ones and I 
asked a lot of other teachers 
for advice," Goffinet said. 

News of winning was 
shocking to some. 

"I couldn't believe it. It just 
didn't get to me. I felt like I 
couldn't believe it was me out 
of everyone else," Zarco said. 

More passion was involved 
in this essay. 

"I w.ould say this essay 
came from within me be
cause I think my tone of 
voice was me within my writ
ing," Zarco said. 
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0 bam a has our vote 
With the election just 12 days away and the 

predictions for the election showing a close call, 
candidates are battling out every moment attempt
ing to gain voters. 

Although President Barack Obama is in the lead, 
campaigning these next two weeks is crucial for 
the candidates, especially with the conclusion of 
the debates. 

According to www.pbs.org, the election predic
tions are Obama with 24 7 electoral votes, Mitt 
Romney with 206 electoral votes, and 85 votes still 
up for grabs. 

The Wildcat Chronicle supports President 
Obama who wants to work for everyone rather 
than Mitt Romney who is more concerned about 
the rich. 

Obama has an advantage over Romney where 
campaigning is concerned since Romney's cam
paign has been full of lies and insults for the past 
couple months. 

A popular lie told from the Romney campaign 
deals with a "binder full of women" which is what 
he called the women's resumes he received from 
the Massachusetts Government Appointments 
Project, an association of nonpartisan women's 
groups. He claimed he had asked women's groups 
for information on women who were fit for a role 
in the Massachusetts Cabinet, when in reality the 
women's group had come to him. 

This Freudian slip of calling this information "a 
binder full of women" explains more than enough 
of how he would "rectify the inequalities in the 
workplace." 

Also, according to Romney, "Obamacare puts in 
place an unelected board that's going to tell people 
ultimately what kind of treatments they can have." 

This is clearly a false statement because the 
purpose of Obamacare is to bring Medicare 
costs down while rationing care, moving costs to 
retirees, and raising the Medicare eligibility age. 
Romeny's claim is exactly what Obamacare is at
tempting to stop. 

Romney's knowledge on Obama's policies are 
skewed. 

Looking back at Obama's 2008 campaign it can 
be seen that Obama has fulfilled the majority of 
his promises. 

The breakdown of his main 25 promises are: 
seven completed, 15 in progress, and only three 
that he hasn't followed through with, according to 
the Washington Post. 

Some may see Obama as a failure for not follow
ing through with every promise he made, yet they 
don't stop to consider that Democrats were only in 
control of Congress for a short period of time. Re
publicans are not so willing to pass the Democratic 
president's bills. 

Obama has followed through with multiple 

ideas to boost the economy, such as enact a 90 day 
foreclosure suspension for homeowners who are 
making an effort to pay their mortgages, and has 
managed to create five million jobs. He also helped 
the automotive industry stay afloat, saving thou
sands of jobs. 

If re-elected, Obama plans on creating one mil
lion new manufacturing jobs by the end of 2016, 
cutting tlie college tuition growth by one half, and 
to reduce the national deficit by $4 billion in the 
next 10 years. 

Compared to Romney, Obama's promises seem 
more beneficial to the American people. Whereas 
Romney's promises consist of ending Obama<;are, 
sanctioning China for unfair trade, and reducing 
the corporate income tax rate to 25 percent. Rom
ney doesn't seem to care about anyone unless they · 
are millionaires. 

Fearless advocate for educ·ation 
Taliban takes it too far 

Looking around in class, the chance that there 
are girls in the room is more than likely. No one 
gives the idea any thought. The case in Pakistan 
however, is much different. 

For years, the Taliban has made discrimination 
against women no secret, particularly girls going to 
school. 

This time around though, they went too far. 
According to the New York Times, Malala You

sufzai, a 14-year-old girl from Pakistan, was shot 
by the Taliban for voicing her thoughts on politics 
and believing that young girls should be able to get 
an education. 

Afterwards, the Taliban defended their actions, 
saying that the young girl was a spy from the West. 

It wasn't as if she was infiltrating Taliban meet
ings and sending their information to government 
officials in the west. 

She was just blogging her opinions on how she 
thought the Taliban was poorly treating people 
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who didn't agree with them. Specifically how she 
thought that girls should have been able to go to 
school with boys. 

So when exactly did a teenage girl speaking her 
thoughts become spying? 

Yousufzai was doing what many others have 
started to do, which is take a stand for girls to get 
an education. 

Here in the U.S., girls have the same right as 
boys to go to school, and get an equal education. 

This should be the same everywhere else in the 
world, and Yousufzai was doing what others have 
done before. 

If you look at people like Martin Luther King 
Jr., Gandhi, and Susan B. Anthony, what they did 
in their lives was get equal rights for people. 

It's normal for a girl, anyone actually, to want 
what is rightfully theirs to claim, be it the last 
cookie in the jar, or a proper education. 

Besides, if you look around, girls have been 
countlessly contributing to advances in society. 

Take for example, Hillary Clinton. She is one of 
top contributors to the government in the modern 

world, and is heavily involved in foreign affairs. 
Clinton is a woman, and people listen to what she 
has to say, making changes in how things work 

It all starts in the classroom. 
As a society that has the option of sending our 

young girls to school, there should be support for 
Yousufzai's cause. She had a bright idea, and is an 
up and coming innovator in a country where new 
mindsets aren't something that is evolving. 

Even if she had been a nobody who suddenly 
decided that she wanted to learn in a classroom, it 
should have been tolerated. 

However, Yousufzai isn't just some 14-year-old 
who is putting out uneducated opinions on what's 
going on. 

As stated by the Chicago Tribune, she was nomi
nated for the International Children's Peace Prize 
last year, and won Pakistan's first National Youth 
Peace Prize. 

In the end, the Taliban was completely out of 
line in shooting not only a citizen of the country, 
but a young girl who was doing the right thing and 
fighting for her right to a proper education. 
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Fight for gay rights With Mix It Up at Lunch Day oc
curring on Tuesday, 2,500 schools 
were scheduled to participate, but 200 
schools cancelled with reasons that 
are unclear. Only one Georgia school 
said testing forced the cancellation of 
the day. 

By Liz Ramos 
Co-Editor in Chief 

As the fight for gay rights continues, 
it's hard for me to believe people are 
suggesting good ideas as being ways 
to promote homosexuality. 

A Christian group known as the 
American Family Association in Tu
pelo, Miss. disapproves of Mix It Up 
at Lunch Day because they believe it's 
"A nationwide push to promote the 

homosexual lifestyle in public schools," 
according to the New York Times. 

The American Family Association is 
on the Southern Poverty Law Center's 
(SPLC) national list of active hate 
groups, however, they claim they are 
not a hate group but a truth group. 

Mix It Up at Lunch Day was started 
11 years ago by the SPLC and was 
meant to be an anti-bullying day in 
which students are encouraged to 
spend time with students they normally 
don't speak with. 

It doesn't make sense to me how 
someone can confuse a program that 
promotes anti-bullying with one that 
promotes homosexuality. How did they 
make the connection? 

When people believe that mixing up 
lunch tables would cause a promotion 
for a homosexual lifestyle, it is a com
plete misunderstanding. 

At my middle school, we had a day in 
which we had to randomly draw a card 
and whatever card you had, that was 
the lunch table you sat at. The purpose 
was to get to know your classmates bet
ter and to talk with new people. 

Believing that Mix It Up at Lunch 
Day is a promotion for homosexuality 
is a form of bullying. 

Why are people creating an unsup
portive environment if, according to 
www.Iifesitenews.com, teens that are 
in "unsupportive" social environments 
were 20 percent more at risk of attempt
ing suicide than those in "supportive" 
environments, and homosexuals are 
five times more likely to commit suicide 
than heterosexuals? 

Students 
Spea~ 

We should be creating an environ
ment that is good for everyone and 
makes everyone feel comfortable. 

"The findings (in the journal Pediat
rics study) also revealed that 21.5 per
cent of the gay teens surveyed reported 
suicidal tendencies, while only 4.2 
percent of straight teens did the same," 
according to www.lifesitenews.com. 

I am disappointed in the fact that 
people are suggesting a good program 
that promotes anti-bullying causes ho
mos6ruality, a lifestyle which shouldn't 
bother people in the first place. 

People need to stop making a big 
deal over homosexuality. It happens 
and you can't control it. 

Our school isn't officially taking part 
in Mix It Up at Lunch Day, but why 
not? It would be a great way to interact 
with each other, and perhaps we should 
invite the American Family Associa
tion to see that homosexuality is not 
transmitted just by sitting and talking 
to someone. 
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Above and beyond the realm of teaching 
By Liz Ramos 
Co-Editor in Chief 

From racing Porsches, to 
being the only woman in a 
men's hockey league, science 
teacher Susan Hollinger has 
had plenty of adventures. 

"I've always felt that peo
ple who are bored just don't 
try enough," Hollinger said. 
"There's no reason for any
body to be bored." 

Reading about an activ
ity or seeing a documentary 
are just a few ways Hollinger 
came up with the ideas to 
take part. 

"When I hear something 
and I'm like, 'Wow that 
sounds really cool.' I don't 
want to not do it because I'm 
afraid, or I have a lot of work 
or don't have time," Hollinger 
said. "I don't want to be one 
of those people saying I wish 
I had done that." 

Hollinger filled her sum
mers with projects she would 
remember for years. 

Racing in the Midwest 
"I had a Porsche 944 Tur

bo. It was 1988 and for two 
summers when I started in 
the early '90s I would ama
teur race around the Mid
west," Hollinger said. 

While racing, Hollinger re
ceived a certificate for doing 
the ~ mile in 14.2 seconds at 
about 100 mph. 

"It was a lot of fun. They're 
very powerful. I would love 
to own another one some 
day," Hollinger said. 

Fear didn't keep Hollinger 

Photo by Liz Ramos 
Science teacher Susan Hollinger has played on a men's hockey team and competed in the 
World Poker Tournament among other experiences before becoming a teacher. 

from doing anything dan
gerous, including being in a 
men's hockey league. 

A woman among men 
"I used to watch the Black

hawks growing up, and then 
I happened to be reading the 
paper and I saw an ad that 
was offering beginner hockey 
classes, so I called," Hol
linger said. 

From the time of her first 
practice, Hollinger knew she 
would be okay playing goalie. 

"The main reason some
one ends up being a goalie 
in hockey is because they're 
not afraid or because they're 
the only one willing when no 
one else wants to," Hollinger 
said. "I always counted on all 
my gear. I was never afraid 

even though it did sting quite 
a bit." . 

Being the only woman out 
of the entire league was inter
esting to her but also a little 
intimidating. 

However, the men on her 
team were accepting. 

"{The men on the team) 
just say 'I don't care if you're 
a man or a woman. I just 
care that you stop that goal,"' 
Hollinger said. 

After an exhilarating ·ex
perience in the men's league, 
she played for the Women's 
Central Hockey League. 

Face to face with danger 
Another activity Hollinger 

did was travel to Central 
America with a friend after 
graduating college, spending 

most of their time in Hondu
ras and Guatemala. 

Their trip was in May 1993 
shortly after President Jorge 
Serrano of Guatemala was 
overthrown. 

"At one point I was taking 
a bus and (it) was stopped 
in the middle of the rain
forest," Hollinger said. "A 
bunch of guerilla soldiers 
with machine guns got on 
our bus and made us get off. 
They lined us all up and were 
searching through all of our 
stuff. Luckily, they let us go." 

Being stopped by the gue
rilla soldiers was scary, but 
she's al~ had one of the most 
exciting experiences playing 
at the World Series of Poker. 

Once in a lifetime gamble 

"I got a sponsor back be
fore online poker became il
legal in the United States," . 
Hollinger said. "They flew 
me out to Las Vegas to play 
in the World Series of Poker., 
which was exciting." 

Playing in the World Series 
of Poker was a had-to-be
there-moment for Hollinger. 

"The atmosphere is some
thing that you can't under
stand unless you've done 
something like this, with 
room with thousands of peo
ple who compete for one of 
the biggest prizes in sports," 
Hollinger said. 

Opponents in the World 
Series of Poker included 
"people who take poker seri
ously, have worked their lives, 
practiced, and studied" along 
with "wealthy people wasting 
their time," according to Hol
linger. 

Taking time and thought 
Before going on any trip 

that might seem risky, Hol
linger researches to make 
sure everything is safe. 

"I really took care to learn 
about things before I do 
them. It's not like I jumped. 
into a Porsche and started 
racing," Hollinger said. 

With so many exciting 
it's difficult for Hollinger to 
choose which is her favorite. 

"I don't know if I can an
swer that. There are some 
things that I did that I'm hap
py that I did, but I don't feel 
the need to do again," Hol
linger said. 

Looking for a good scare around the city? 
For those lookingfor something to do dun·ng the Halloween 
season} there are countless haunted houses around the area 
By Guadalupe Blanco 
Lifestyles Editor 

Statesville Haunted Pris
on and City of the Dead 
Visitors are able to mae 

their way through 30 maxi
mum-security cells, and over 
200 monsters, including Han
nibal the Cannibal and The 
Clown. After going through 
the prison, visitors descend 
into the "The City of the 
Dead," where one has to 
find a way out before getting 
caught by the undead. 

Tickets are $30, and is lo
cated in Crest Hill. 

Basement of The Dead 
In a 100-year-old base

ment, this haunted house 

features the brand new 3D 
haunt, "Shattered." 

Located in Aurora, tickets 
are $18 for the basement only, 
and $25 for both attractions. 

Realm of Terror 
Celebrating its I Oth year, 

Realm of Terror is its best 
to date. This year, changes 
and improvements have been 
made to the main attraction, 
as well as waiting lines and 
new maze layouts. Voted the 
number one haunted house in 
Chicago, this haunted house 
is not for the easily scared. 

Tickets are $16, and is lo
cated in Round Lake Beach. 

Asylum Xperiment 
The largest haunted house 

in Chicagoland, includes 
over 100 "creatures, zombies, 
and freaks." New features 
this year include a 40-foot 
tunnel of terror, apocalyptic 
diner scene, and multi-level 
graveyard, totaling to over 
45,000 square feet. 

Located in Villa Park, tick
ets are available for $25. 

Dream Reapers 
Voted the number one 

haunted house in Illinois 
three years in a row, Dream 
Reapers steers away from tra
ditional movie scares to use 
the audiences' nightmares to 
cause a fright. There are over 
14,000 square feet of rooms, 
animatronics, and actors and 
actresses. By using this "new 

genre of haunt," old technol
ogy, misdirecting, and actor
based scares are what this 
haunted house focuses on. 

Located in Melrose Park, 
tickets are available for $20. 

Spook Hollow with M.C. 
Manor 

With a highly detailed in
door haunted mansion, M.C. 
Manor was renovated in 
2010, and features all-new ef
fects that are bound to scare. 
After exiting the manor, visi
tors can travel down the half 
mile Spook Hollow, which 
was renovated in 2011. On 
the trail, be prepared to come 
face to face with zombies and 
masked killers in the woods. 
And for those who prefer 
something not so scary, there 
is hayride around Indepen
dence Park. 

Tickets are available for 

----· -------

$20, and is located in Mar
quette Heights. 

Sonny Acres Haunted 
Barn and Hayride 

For those who want to keep 
it local, Sonny Acres is once 
again open for the fall sea
son. The Haunted Hayride 
goes through the woods, and . 
is full of killers and the scari
est of Halloween movie char
acters. In the Haunted Barn, 
visitors can go through anal
most blacked-out maze. Also 
available are kid-friendly at
tractions, and the Harvesting 
Barn, as well as petting zoo. 

Located on North Avenue, 
tickets are $1 , or 45 tickets for 
$40. 

Sources: www. haunted-
housechicago.com, www.sonny
acres. com, www.spook-ha//ow. 
com, · www.42fear.com, www. 
asylumxperiment.com. 
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·Making more than Gospel music 
By Guadalupe Blanco 
Lifestyles Editor 

Hard work, perseverance, 
trying new things, and pa
tience are just some of the 
skills the members of Chris
tian-rock band 4th Point have 
had to learn since forming in 
June of 2011. 

The band, made up of 
sophomores Andrew Den
ning, Bradley Kus, Bryce 
Knight, and Matt Ellis, have 
come a long way since they 
first started at a block party at 
Water's Edge Bible Church. 

"The songs have been ma
turing insanely. When I listen 
to the first song we did, 'We 
Are One,' versus our most 
recent song we've written, 
'Beauty in the Darkest Night,' 
and how different they are, 
and how good they sound, 
(our songs) have grown in
credibly," bassist Knight said. 

Photo courtesy of www.4thpoint.net 
Sophomores Bryce Knight, left, Andrew Denning, Matt Ellis, and Bradley Kus rehearse some of their songs before going on 
stage and performing at Waters Edge Bible Church. 

With two EPs out, all of 
the members say that the 
writing process is something 
that takes time to get used to, 
as well as finding the right 
sound. 

"It was very exciting be
cause we had written three 
songs in three days and for 
a short amount of time, we 
assumed that was how it was 
going to be, a song a day. 
That didn't happen. We kept 
those songs for three or four 
months," guitarist Denning 
said. 

Being a new band also had 
its downside, with half the 
band being beginning mem
bers. 

According to drummer 

Kus, he had only been play
ing drums for three months 
before joining, and Knight 
had only been playing bass 
for three days. 

"They knew I had a set, so 
they just kind of threw me 
into it, and it escalated from 
there. It was weird, but it 
helped me grow," Kus said. 

In addition to having all of 
the members improve their 
musical skills and learn more 
along the way, they have also 
found other perks to being in 
a band. 

When they started, Den
ning said that no one expect
ed them to continue. 

"We got made fun of a lot 
for doing this by friends, but 

never family. I never think 
family made fun of us, but 
definitely friends. We never 
thought about wanting to 
stop though," Denning said. 

That determination paid 
off, as they were able to sell 
their first EP with some suc
cess. 

"With our first CD, we 
were able to raise enough 
money to give to an orga
nization called the Water 
Project, which builds water 
wells in Africa. We decided 
that instead of keeping the 
money, (we would) humble 
ourselves," guitarist and sing
er Ellis said. 

And not only do they have 
EPs, charity work, and a 

growing fan base from the 
start of 4th Point, but also a 
close bond among them. 

"Before, I didn't really talk 
to (the guys) that much. Bryce 
I knew because he was in all 
of my classes, but Matt and 
Andrew, I didn't. After the 
band took off, I really started 
hanging out with them," Kus 
said. 

In the end, that close bond, 
combined with a desire to 
continue is what all four 
members feel will help them 
in the future. 

· ~we're going with the flow 
as long as we want to. It's an 
area that we still want to press 
forward in," Ellis said. 

Ellis' thoughts, along with 

the rest of the band, are 
echoed throughout their mu
sic and how they intend to 
proceed. 

"I want us to grow more, 
and everything together. I 
want us to keep going on 
and recording as a living, 
and keep preaching the Gos
pel. And even if it's not your 
thing, maybe we can find 
something that is your thing 
in our music that you like, 
even if it's not God-related," 
Kussaid. 

For more information, like 
them on Facebook at www. 
facebook.com/4thpoint, 
as well as www.youtube. 
com/4thpointband and 
www.4thPoint.net. 

Nothing short of impressive and one-of-a-kind 
Despite heal!J competition from other artist~ Elh·e Goulding~ album is a stand-out 

Photo courtesy of www.elliegoulding.com 
Ellie Goulding's second album is a far cry from her first 
album, but delivers an original sound that is sure to please 
fans. 

By Darcy Akins 
Perspectives Editor 

Powerful, loud lyrics, 
and techno beats make El
lie Goulding's new album 
"Halcyon" much more than 
anyone could have originally 
anticipated. 

"Halcyon" is only the sec
ond studio album recorded 
by the English singer-song
writer. 

The album has some songs 
that are the popular techno 
style combined with the in
die-pop style popular in the 
United Kingdom. 

quiet background singing in 
most of the songs. 

Along with that "Halcyon" 
and "Explosions" use catchy, 
repeating chorus lines and 
quiet instrumentals to em
phasize the power of her vo
cals. 

Because of the instrumen
tal highlighting of her voice, 
and the beautiful accompani
ment of the background sing
ers, it's clear they are the best 
vocally performed songs on 
the album. 

However, in other songs 
like "Anything Could Hap
pen," repetitive, loud lyrics 
and techno tidbits could po
tentially annoy anyone. 

Having the words 'Any
thing could happen' repeated 
seven times within 20 sec-

Other songs veer away 
from what Goulding's style 
had been in the past, with a 
majority of the songs being 
focused on the theme of love. 

onds could become extreme
" Halcyon" uses overpow-
. d 1 d 1 . .th ly boring, but it is cleverly enng an ou yr1cs w1 

attempted to be concealed 
by techno bits and pieces and 
other lyrical add-ins. 

Goulding went a different 
path on other songs in the 
album, which veered away 
from her usual electro-pop 
style, but maintained the 
theme of love. 

In the song "My Blood" we 
see Goulding's more known 
style of electro, indie-pop. 
Lyrics like 'with all the blood 
I lost with you, it drowns the 
love I thought I knew' in cor
porate the album's overall 
theme of love, and cleverly 
combine two styles that nor
mally aren't seen working to
gether. 

With relatable lyrics and 
unique out-of-the-box style, 
there's no way one could pass 
up Goulding's new album 
"Halcyon." 
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Bringing real-life 
scares to the screen 

A twist on a classic 
Tim Burton brings his signature creepy 
and cook;y style to (~rankenweenie" 

By Keyuri Parmar 
Co-Editor in Chief 

Lately horror movies have 
not been living up to their 
creepy nature, but it is safe to 
say "Sinister" did not follow 
this trend. 

"Sinister" was viewed on 
the big screen for the first 
time on Oct. 12. 

An average family of 
four, Ellison Oswalt (Ethan 
Hawke), his wife and two 
kids move into a new home 
in a small Kentucky town 
in the opening scene, only 
to discover that this is also 
a home where a family had 
been hung from a tree in the 
backyard, and one of the 
now-dead family's daughters 
Stephanie had gone missing. 

Oswalt is planning on writ
ing about this murder, hoping 
for a best-seller to bring his 
family out of their bad finan
cial situation. 

While snooping in the at
tic Oswalt finds films and 
discovers this crime is one of 
five others that are somehow 
connected. 

In the film, Oswalt notices 
a person in a costume ap
pears at the crime scene, and 
a child always goes missing. 

It does not seem like a 
movie that was centered on 

By Liz Ramos 
Co-Editor in Chief 

After reaching success 
with "Call Me Maybe," Ca
nadian artist Carly Rae Je
psen sought to continue her 
success with her new album 
"Kiss," but came up a little 
short. 

Most of the songs are like 
any other songs of the 21st 
century. They have fun beats, 
but lack the creativity and in
dividuality that would sepa
rate it from other albums. 

Jepsen undoubtedly has a 
great voice, but the pop beats 
cover up her voice and the 
lyrics are wasted on her. 

The song "Call Me May
be" stayed number one on 
the Billboard Hot 100 for 
seven weeks. Even the Pitts
burgh Steelers made a video 
for "Call Me Maybe." 

At first _it was fun to sing 
along to, but the lyrics at 
times don't make sense. 

"Before I met you, I missed 
you so, so bad." How can 
you miss someone before you 
meet them? 

"Your Heart is a Muscle" is 
the only acoustic song, add-

paranormal activity like most 
horror movies, but rather real 
life crimes. This is where peo
ple are mistaken. 

Unlike most horror films, 
this movie includes two 
views on terror: reality and 
paranormal suspense. 

Also, all of the scary parts 
of the movie are not con
centrated in one part of the 
film, but spread throughout 
to keep the audience on edge. 

Generic horror scenes are 
still included, such as the 
long dark hallway scene and 
the scene when the main 
character thinks someone is 
in the house. Scenes with Os
walt walking up to the attic 
and when he is home alone 
watching movies hold some 
suspense and cause viewers 
to hide behind their hands . . 

Although every scene 
which intended to be scary 
did not follow through, 
the audience still gasped 
and screamed during some 
scenes. 

For example, Oswalt thinks 
he hears something within 
the house, and the scene gets 
more and more intense. Two 
minutes later, Oswalt ap
proaches the end of the dark, 
narrow hallway with a box 
and suddenly a body emerg
es. This brings some screams 

ing a new element to the al
bum and is definitely one of 
the songs to listen to because 
it's refreshing and different. 

Repetition is a major flaw 
in "Kiss." 

In "Drive," for example, 
Jepsen repeats "I don't care 
about my lipstick." We get 
it, you don't care about your 
lipstick, and you just want to 
drive us to love, love, love, 
love. 

Songs like "Guitar String 
Wedding Ring," "Tiny Little 
Bows," and "Tum Me Up" 
have lyrics that don't make 
sense and are confusing to 
listen to. 

On the upside, "Kiss" has 
upbeat, fun tempos in almost 
every song, adding to the 
flirty, spontaneous nature of 
the songs. 

"Tonight I'm Getting Over 
You" contributes a different 
element to the song because 
it's a break from lyrics and 
amps up the tension and ex
citement in the song. 

For those that love to dance 
and listen to catchy lyrics, 

Photo courtesy of www.haveyou-
seenhim.com 

Ellison Oswalt (Ethan 
Hawke) keeps a terrifying 
secret from his family, and 
ends up paying the price. 

from viewers. 
A twist discovered in the 

last 10 minutes of the movie 
keeps viewers interested until 
the last second. 

After the shock from the 
twist settles in, the rest of the 
movie can be inferred leaving 
no anticipation for the end, 
which was a disappointment. 

Overall, "Sinister" is a tale 
with an ending which could 
have been assumed, yet still 
leaves a feeling of paranoia, 
accompanied with images 
of Mr. Boogie, an eerie attic, 
and disturbing murders fol
lowing you on the way home. 

By Giuliana LaMantia 
Center Spread Editor 

Cute, animated films tend 
to be heart-stealers, and 
"Frankenweenie" certainly 
delivers, giving the origi
nal "Frankenstein" a classic 
twist. 

The movie portrays Victor 
Frankenstein as a young boy 
with a knack for science, who 
suffers the loss of his beloved 
puppy, Sparky. 

Frankenstein conducts an 
experiment to bring Sparky 
back to life and succeeds. 

While everything seems 
right in the world at this 
point, the shenanigans are 
far from over. The situation 
escalates to invisible goldfish, 
conniving sea monkeys, and 
a giant turtle being created. 
All are to depict a lesson 
about science, love, and life. 

Based on knowledge from 
the previews, the movie 
seemed a little iffy, as it was a 
Tim Burton movie, and Bur
ton is known for dark com
edy. 

However, it still contained 
a taste of that Burton eeriness 
in the form of spooky crea
tures and quirky characters. 

"Frankenweenie" proved 
to be exceptional and upbeat, 

with lively characters of as 
well as non-stop action. 

In terms of Halloween 
movies this fall season, this 
one certainly takes first prize. 

The parallels between the 
original "Frankenstein" and 
"Frankenweenie" were in
telligent and well executed, 
including a hunch-backed, 
buck-toothed Igor character, 
and the bride of Frankenstein 
in the form of a primped, 
permed poodle. 

Burton's use of black and 
white in the animated film 
gave it an elegant feel and 
seemed to pay tribute to the 
1931 movie, "Frankestein." 

Delivering a fun, creative 
spin on the original, "Fran
kenweenie" is a true family 
film, a heart-warming tale of 
the love a boy has for his pup. 

Not only this, but "Fran
kenweenie" is rather refresh
ing among all the gruesome 
and scary movies out this 
time of year. 

After all, who can resist a · 
story about an adorable pup
py? 

For those who can't keep 
their eyes open during a hor
ror movie, "Frankenweenie" 
is the perfect way to get into 
the Halloween spirit without 
jumping out of your seat. 

"Kiss" is an album worth Photo courtesy of www.wentot.com 
purchasing; otherwise leave it early Rae Jepsen's second album "Kiss," is upbeat and full of dance songs but is missing 
on the shelf. originality to separate It from other albums. 
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Leadership dominates ship season including DVC 
Saturday at home, section
als, and state, with their usual 
goal of sending as many girls 
to state as possible. 

Despite a large team and 
leadership, Parry feels there 
may be downfalls in the fu
ture. 

Team made stronger 

with positive attitudes 
By Giuliana LaMantia 
Center Spread Editor 

Girls swimming is cruis
ing into the end of its season 
with a 12-29 record, and lead
ership to take them far. 

With six seniors on a team 
of 18, coach Nick Parry ap
preciates the senior leader
ship and feels it makes the 
team stronger. 

"All our seniors are very 
dedicated," Parry said. "They 
know what they need to do to 
swim well, and that trickles 
down to everyone else." 

Senior swimmers do their 
best to lead the rest of the 
team. 

"We try to be positive role 
models and correctly lead the 
underclassmen to be effective 
and good swimmers," senior 
Ashley Gaughan said. 

Not only this, but they mo
tivate the girls as well. 

"During the meets, we 

motivate everyone to cheer," 
senior captain Maya Skorup
ski said. "Everyone can get 
so wrapped up in their own 
events, they forget we're a 
team. Being seniors, we've 
been around so long it's just . 
a habit, so everybody does 
it too. Everything we do by 
now is just a habit, and we 
hope it rubs off." 

Another factor this season 
is having returning captains 
Skorupski and senior Yvette 
Kruk. 

"(Kruk and Skorupski) 
were captains last year as 
well," Parry said. "It's nice 
because they brought a good 
deal of continuity. They 
know exactly what I want be
fore it's even done." 

Kruk agrees that that the 
familiarity is helpful. 

"I think that since it's my 
second year it's a lot easier 
because I know what to ex
pect and what my responsi-

bilities are, and how to react 
to certain situations," Kruk 
said. 

Kruk and Skorupski have 
grown as leaders. 

"We're more confident 
about what we do because 
we did it last year," Skorup
ski said. 

As of right now, the girls are 
preparing for their champion-

"So far I think we are do
ing pretty well, it's taken a 
while because we are all beat 
up from practice, but we al
ways try to swim our hardest 
at meets," Kruk said. "Many 
people have had awesome 
times so far this season, and 
it's just going to get better 
from here on out." 

"We don't have very many 
swimmers in the middle, our 
biggest classes are seniors 
and freshmen," Parry said. 
"This year that's okay as we 
have senior leadership, how
ever it means in the future we 
will be a very young team. 
We need to get the freshmen 
up to speed and where they 
need to be." 

Photo by Giuliana LaMantia 

Senior Maya Skorupski practices proper form of her breaststroke for upcoming meets. 

Record does not reflect 
hard work from practices 
By Keyuri Parmar 
Co- Editor in Chief 

Although the football 
team's record, 0-9, does not 
reflect their hard work, they 
never quit. 

The season wrapped up 
Friday with a 42-0 loss to Na
perville Central. 

Head coach Bill Bicker did 
not want the loss. 

"We did not do as well 
as we wanted to at the last 
game. It was one of the few 
games that I expected to have 
different outcomes," Bicker 
said. 

For the seniors, this game 
was more about the memo
ries 

"Being with the guys on the 
field for the last time meant a 
lot," senior Ryan Weier said. 

Team bonds were closer 
than usual. 

"We were a closer group 
this year which helped us," 
Weier said. "The bond with 
the juniors and seniors were 
better since we hung out 
more." 

Bicker is satisfied with the 
team's hard work throughout 

the season. 
"I think the season went 

great. We don't gauge success 
by wins and losses, instead . 
we respect hard work," Bick
er said. 

According to Bicker, being 
on a team is to learn about 
qualities which will benefit 
a student in the future and 
make them a well-rounded 
person. 

"We work hard to have a 
team that is dedicated to each 
other and are responsible. 
The end result makes the kids 
great and gives them success
ful traits which will help them 
in the future," Bicker said. 

Football practice is not es
sential just during the season. 

"They started to learn what 
is required to be a winning 
team. It is not from practice 
in August through October, 
it's practice from December 
through August that makes 
the difference," Bicker said. 

Bicker wants to spread 
knowledge of his motto to 
gain support of the team 
throughout the community. 

"The motto I've been going 
by is that we have to 'buy in' 

to be successful," Bicker said. 
Combining the strengths 

of both halves of the season 
would have led to success 
overall. 

"During the first half of the 
season our defense was stron
ger and in the second half of 
the season they started play
ing much better offensively," 
Bicker said 

The record does not reflect 
all of the effort the players 
put in to the games. 

"We kept fighting until the 
end even if it doesn't show in 
our wins and losses," senior 
Sam Rylowicz said. "I have 
no regrets looking back at 
the season and from how we 
played." 

Growth was apparent 
throughout the season. 

"From the summer to the 
end of the season our growth 
could be seen. We played 
smarter and learned the posi
tions better," Rylowicz said. 

Through it all, the team 
stayed determined. 

"We never stopped play
ing the game. · We thought it 
through and kept working," 
Rylowicz said. 

-
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· Last r.egional game . results in loss 
By Liz Ramos 
Co-Editor in Chief 

With a 1-0 loss against Me
tea Valley on Saturday at the 
last regional game, the boys 
soccer team's season has 
ended. 

"It was a good game. We 
outplayed the team but some
times the best team doesn't 
win and create more chances 
(to score). I think we deserve 
to win but that's just how 
soccer is," senior Jose Cortes 
said. "They were strong but 
not as strong as us." 

After Metea Valley scored, 
the team kept its hopes up 
and put forth its best effort. 

"The team was a little bit 
down but we kept attacking 
even more and doing our 
game. (Senior) Leo Robles 
had a header that just missed 
the goal by inches and our 
mentality was that it could be 
our last game and we needed 
to step it up way more," se
nior captain Jenaro Terrazas 
said. "But the other team 
packed in the back and made 
it difficult for us to score." 

With having state in mind, 
ending the season at region
als was a letdown. 

"It was definitely a disap
pointment, especially for se
niors, considering it was the 
last season and we couldn't 
get that regional win we re
ally wanted," Cortes said. 

Putting everything they 
had into the game wasn't 
enough to win, according to 
Terrazas. 

"We played with our hearts 

and our souls and we just 
couldn't make it. I was 'hop
ing to bring (the regional 
title) back over here to West 
Chicago but we couldn't do 
it," Terrazas said. 

The team went into the 
game with a positive mental
ity. 

"Our mentality was to play 
the best game, get the win, 

score and come here at sec
tionals and do our best here, 
but that's not going to hap
pen," Cortes said. 

Taking focus off the game 
even for a short period of 
time proved to be costly. 

"I honestly didn't see any 
weaknesses on our part. 
One second of not focusing, 
which is what happened, and 

Photo by liz Ramos 
At the regional came against Oswego East on Oct.16, senior Steven Porcayo falls as he at
tempts to get the ball. 

that's how we got scored on," 
Cortes said. 

Control over the ball was 
. a positive to the game but 
the inability to take the ball 
into the net took a toll on the 
team. 

"The strength was that we 
were touching and possess
ing the ball," Terrazas said. 
"The weaknesses were that 
we needed to shoot a little bit 
more and finish every oppor
tunity we had." 

Leading up to the game, 
practice was more intense 
and focused. 

"We practiced more on 
how to play a team like Me
tea Valley who's a fast team 
with clever players. We did 
great in the game by out play
ing them, but as we know, 
whoever scores the goals 
wins," Terrazas said. 

For seniors, ending the sea
son so soon will leave a bit
tersweet feeling. 

"It's a closed chapter in 
our book for all the seniors. 
We've spent four years play
ing for the school. It's going 
to be hard seeing it go by 
not winning a regional or 
sectional title that we really 
wanted," Cortes said. 
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Family Owned & Operated 

Planning a party .... Who ya goon a call? 

I $5 Large 1-Topping Pizza 
1 Additional Toppings $1.49 

PepperOBi, Sausage, Ham, PiDmpple, OJH(Ils. Gree& Plppers, Black Olives, ~Japso~Musllrooms 
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I 
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Meal Deal: Two Large Pizzas, 
8 Chicken Wings, 8 Breadsticks 
Dipping Sauce, & one 2 Liter Soda 

$16.99 +Tax 

West Chicago 
630-876-0210 

Streamwood 
630-372-2445 

Aurora 
630-801-2277 

Don't forget to show your school ID to receive one free order ofbreadsticks with 
the purchase of a pizza (one per person) 
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Learning basic 
skills to improve 
By Keyuri Parmar 
Co-Editor in Chief 

Learning the basics is all it 
took to reach improvement 
throughout the season for 
girls tennis. 

Girls tennis ended their 
season with sectionals on 
Oct. B. 

Going into sectionals was a 
nerve-racking experience for 
some. 

"Sectionals were just as 
tough as DVC, but more so 
because of the fact that we 
were really nervous. I remem
ber barely being able to hold 
my racket frrmly because of 
how shaky my hands were," 
senior Daniela Garcia said. 

The team improved over 
previous years, finishing sev
enth out of nine places. 

Junior Angie Grimaldo 
won her first match but lost 
her second just like doubles 

partners senior Abby Ripoli 
and Daniela Garcia. Sopho
more Elena Garcia and dou
bles team junior Shannon 
McCarthy and senior Stepha
nie Martinez lost in the first 
round. 

"We did not go to state but 
we were closer than we were 
last year," Daniela Garcia 
said. 

In comparison to other 
teams, the girls had a low ex
perience level. 

"DVC was a challenge. 
We are in a tough confer
ence and some of the players 
we played against have been 
playing since they were very 
young, but despite the fact 
that we don't have the same 
experience as the other play
ers, we played the best we 
could," Daniela Garcia said. 

The DVC fmal record was 
6-13. 

Limited experienced play-
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ers were on the team this 
year. 

"We had a very young 
team. I think we worked 
them hard. There were only 
a few players who had had 
three or four years to get to 
this level," head coach Sione 
Moeaki said. 

A new approach had to be 
taken for the team to develop 
necessary knowledge of the 
sport. 

"Since the team was so 
new, we focused more on 
techniques and mechanics 
75 percent of the time. This 
included the basics and fun
damentals like ground stroke 
and footwork," Moeaki said. 

Improvement was seen 
from the beginning to the end 
of the season. 

"I think we learned how to 
play smarter. Towards the end 
of the season, we were able to 
anticipate drop shots or lobs 
and direction so we were then 
able to get to the ball quicker 
and place it," Daniela Garcia 
said. "We also became more 
consistent which allowed us 
to hold long rallies with even 
the toughest players." 

15 

Injury overcome in time Photo by Liz Ramos 
Junior Gena Rodriguez is moving onto sectionals Saturday 
after qualifying at regionals. 

By Giuliana LaMantia 
Center Spread Editor 

After winning their first re
gional game Tuesday against 
Addison Trail, girls volleyball 
is confident and ready to take 
on Glenbard West Thursday. 

Beating Addison Trail was 
a big deal for the girls as they 
had lost to them in the Wil
lowbrook Tournament. 

"I feel like we have a whole 
new team, and we have a 

chance to go all the way," se
nior captain Andrea Skipor 
said. 

A struggle the girls faced 
during the season was losing 
their top setter. 

"It's been up and down," 
coach Kristi Hasty said. "We 
started fairly strong, but we 
lost our setter Gunior Mary
Kate Katarzynski) due to an 
injury. We kind of struggled, 
but she's back now." 

Learning to adjust after 

Photo by Giuliana LaMantia 
As the ball falls, junior Devan Orr jumps to hit it with force. 

Katarzynski's concussion 
was a challenge for the girls. 

"It definitely made us re
think our roles," senior Nora 
Palermo said. "Everyone had 
to step up and put more pres
sure on themselves to take 
pressure off of our new set
ters." 

The girls also feel that de

Running into success 
Team qualifies 
for sectionals 
after a decade 

Not only did the team 
move up in place in the DVC, 
but they also became faster. 

spite the struggles, the injury By Darcy Akins 
helped them to grow as a Perspectives Editor 

"We became the fastest 
team in the school's history, 
and everybody on varsity's 
3-mile run is under 20 min
utes," junior Catherine Serio 
said. 

team. 
"We lost someone with 

good experience, but every
one has grown so much, and 
it's good to know people can 
step up," junior Devan Orr 
said. 

The team realizes it will be 
a challenge to win regionals
but are remaining positive, 
especially after the win. 

"We're going in with an 
attitude of not looking back 
and coming out as a whole 
new team/' senior captain 
Kayla Katarzynski said. 

Hasty feels some of the 
girls have stepped up this sea
son in times of need. 

"I think Gunior Karissa 
Chernick) has stepped up 
and helped with setting when 
needed," Hasty said. "Also, 
(Palermo) has stepped up to 
be a leader on the outside." 

Staying positive is some
thing the team is working on 
in practice. 

"We are stepping up in 
practice and not letting each 
other be lazy at all and step
ping up our mental game," 
Palermo said. 

The second regional game 
is at Glenbard West at 6 p.m. 

For Gimre, determina-
For the first time in about tion not only came from her 

10 years, the girls cross coun- coach, but also because she 
try team has qualified from wanted to achieve All-Con
regionals to move on to Sat- ference status. 
urday's sectionals. · "I was very determined be-

Competing are the top cause the top 15 runners get 
seven runners: senior Julia All-Conference, so that was 
Caitharner, juniors Lindsey one of my goals to get which 
Sayner, Diana Beltran, Gena pushed me forward," Gimre 
Rodriquez, and sophomores said. 
Ana Flores, Mae Elizabeth Maxson believes the team 
Gimre, and Michelle Franch. has done a lot better this 

In previous years, coach season based on his new ap
Bob Maxson set the goal of proach to coaching. 
having someone qualify for "We focused on the team 
sectionals, but his focus has improving instead of individ
changed and he wanted to uals," Maxson said. 
see the team do as well as Sayner's individual season 
they could. accomplishments consisted 

"I just wanted to see the of tying the school record 
team give a good team ef- and breaking it twice. 
fort at regionals, and let's "She ran the fastest she's 
see what happens after that. run in her life; she ran (3 mile 
We're in the toughest region- run) at 17:43. The school 
al in the state," Maxson said. record was 18: 11 which she 

As a part of the season tied in Peoria, and then she 
coming to an end, the girls broke it in Aurora at 17:59, 
reflected on what they've ac- and then the other day she 
complished as a team. ran it at 17:43," Maxson said. 

"We were usually seventh Sayner also achieved All-
or eighth but, this season Conference status. She is 
we're in fourth or fifth," se- only the second girl from the 
nior captain Julia Caithimer school to achieve this in the 
said. past 10 years. 
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Flips, jumps, grinds: skateboarding 
Concentration before trick 
By Keyuri Parmar 
Co-Editor in Chief 

Much concentration is seen 
in senior Adam Rawski's eyes 
before taking off to attempt a 

skateboarding trick. 
After grinding the railing 

and landing perfectly he was 
ready to do another trick. 

"I started skateboarding 
freshman year. My friends 

Photo by Liz Ramos 
While in mid-air, senior Adam Rawski sucessfully completes 
a kickflip in the air. 

Dddlip:.~en a skatebQard flips ~board over while 
itt the air. 

Indy: When the skateboarder grabs the bottom of their 
skateboat:d while in the air. 

Poweislicle: When the. skateboarder spins the board to 
the side and skids to a stop. 

Bert Slide: The skater crouches down, plants one hand 
on the ground, and lets feet and board slide out 180 
degrees. 

I.acktutn: When the skater balances on the back wheels 
fot a moment, before swinging the front of the board to 

a new direction. 

*Infonnation from www.about.com 

all skated so I knew how to 
and I just picked it up again," 
Rawski said. 

Learning to skate-
board is not easy. 
"It was a challenge to learn, 
but I basically went out and 
skated every day and I just 
progressed," Rawski said. 
Now Rawski can do kick 
flips, heel flips, big spins, and 
grind rails but has other tricks 
in mind to learn. 

"I would really like to learn 
how to skate handrails but 
they are scary," Rawski said. 

Patience is key to be
ing able to do new tricks. 
"I really love seeing the pro
gression in it. One day you 
think that you will never be 
able to do a trick, but if you 
put your mind to it and if you 
have the confidence you can 
at least try it and work at it to 
become better," Rawski said. 

Boarding is an activity to 
do while hanging out with 
friends instead of sitting 
around at someone's house. 

"It's also a lot of fun to 
have something to do with 
your friends," Rawski said. 

Doing tricks and skating 
at a park are more thrilling 
than riding down the street. 
"Ramps, banks, and stairs 
are fun to skate. It switches 

Photo by Liz Ramos 
Senior Adam Rawski grinds the railing and concentrates on 
his landing. 

things up from just the nor
mal riding around and makes 
skating interesting," Rawski 
said. 

Danger doesn't hold most 
skateboarders back. 

"You always run the risk 
of getting hurt, but for me 
it's not a big deal. I just push 
through it and just have fun," 
Rawski said. "I've gotten a 
lot of bruises, sprains, and 
scrapes and they're mostly 
from jumping down stairs." 

Change is nice every once 
in a while. 

"I mostly stay at Reed 
Keppler but sometimes I go 
to Aurora Skate Plaza or 

Schaumburg Skate Park be
cause they have more street 
obstacles and it's a different 
atmosphere," Rawski said. 

Skateboarding is a sport 
and hobby depending on 
how it is perceived. 

"I consider (skateboarding) 
a hobby and a sport because 
you're having fun, but you're 
doing something that can be 
competitive," Rawski said. 

At times Rawski and his 
friends make up mini com
petititions. 

"Sometimes it gets compet
itive when we try to see who 
can land a trick first," Rawski 
said. 

Childhood hobby develops 
into skateboarding passion 
By Gluliana LaMantia 
Center Spread Editor 

From competitions, to lei
sure, to designing the local 
skate park, senior Tommy 
Knight has sailed on his 
skateboard from a young age. 

Knight began skateboard
ing in fourth grade. 

"I was given a free skate
board from my older brother, 
and ever since then I took 
off," Knight said. 

When Knight first began 
skateboarding, he joined in 
making videos with his broth
er and his brother's friends. 
. "I was trying to ride with 
the older guys, but it didn't 
happen because I wasn't that 
good," Knight said. "A year 
later I was better than all of 
them, because hard work and 
dedication got me there." 

While Knight mainly 
skateboards for fun, he has 
also participated in competi
tions, including a best trick 
competition in Elgin. 

"When I entered into the 

competition, I was in be
ginners in the fourth heat," 
Knight said. "After the judge 
saw three tricks he bumped 
me into intermediate. I ended 
up one trick away from being 
in the finals." 

According to Knight, some 
competitions are about the 
tricks, while others judge 
based on landing and flow. 

Knight also competed 
at Antioch Skate Park, but 
mostly skates at the West 
Chicago Skate Park at Reed 
Keppler, which he also took 
part in creating. 

"I helped design the West 
Chicago Skate Park," Knight 
said. "We got a bunch of lo
cal skaters and went to City 
Hall where we signed a lot of 
papers. After that we pretty 
much sat in a room and de
signed it, and two years later 
it was built." 

After skating for so long, 
Knight does not have any fa
vorite trick in particular, but 
enjoys all of them. 

"I can literally do anything 

I want with a skateboard," 
Knight said. "I'd say catching 
air is the most fun." 

What Knight likes the most 
about skateboarding is the in
dividuality. 

"It's a really individual 
sport and something you 
can do when you're bored," 
Knight said. "The world is 
your playground if you're a 
skateboarder." 

Skateboarding has also 
offered opportunities. Two 
summers ago, a skateboard 
company offered Knight a 
spot with the company. 

"Initial Apparel asked 
me to ride with them, and I 
completely blew them off," 
Knight said. "It was the big
gest mistake of my life. I'm 
not sure why I did it, I meant 
to get in contact with them, 
but I never did." 

Due to work, Knight needs 
to find spare time to skate
board. 

"Because I work so much 
now, I can only skate when I 
have the time," Knight said. 
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